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canal of Nicaragua with two hundred soldiers, intending
to attack Pizarro's party, landed in the night; the inha-
bitants hearing the noise, thought the French had come,
whereupon the greater part fled to the woods, and set fire to
Cabrera's house, hoping to burn him in it; but he had
already run away, as well as his son-in-law, in the direction
of Panamti. Thus did Verdugo1 make himself master of
Nombre de Dios ; but in consequence of the soldiers ill-
treating the citizens under pretence that they favoured the
tyrants, and forcing their merchandize from them with much
abuse, the towns-people complained to Dr. Rivera, the
governor of that province and residing at Panamti, of the
injuries and thefts that they suffered from Verdugo. "Wherefore
the governor asked help from Pietro de Noiosa, and they
went together to Nombre de Dios with a hundred and fifty
arquebuzeers. Having reprimanded Yerdugo, Noiosa or-
dered that he should first repay the citizens for all the mis-
chief and damage he had done them, and then immediately
quit the province, or he would expel him by force of arms.
Verdugo replied that he (Noiosa) deserved much more,
because he aided the tyrants in the king's territory. On re-
ceiving this message, Noiosa entered the town, and ordered
his soldiers to attack the enemy. But Verdugo's men, seeing
so many arquebuzeers coming against them, turned their
backs without attempting any defence ,* and he himself was
the first to jump into a brigantine. Only one soldier was
wounded; and this was the end of Verdugo's bravados.
Whilst these events were occurring at Panamti and at
Nombre de Dios, Gonzalo Pizarro sent Francisco de Cara-
vaial (Carvqfal), his camp master (suo Maestro di Campo)^
against Diego Centeno, who had revolted against him.
1 This Melchior Verdugo, of Truxillo, was one of the richest men in
Peru and the staunchest loyalist. Hinojosa was greatly chagrined at
Verduga's capture of Nombre de Dios and the burning of Cabrera's
house; an exploit which he was bent on revenging. Dr. Ribera, the
governor, was but a tool in his hands. (Trans.)